Foreword

On this website you find the beginning of a web-book about Tree Breeding. Hopefully it will grow larger over the next years.

The main theme of the book will be the theoretical foundations for current forest tree breeding, but also other matters may appear. Yet little of the book is actually available, but my hope is that you will find what I offer of value.

The intended target group is: active forest tree breeders, scientists working close to tree breeding, other categories of breeders and research students in forest tree breeding or forest genetics.

The book does not intend to cover the whole field of forest tree breeding, at least not in the near future. Thus the book does not intend to be an independent course book for undergraduates. But individual chapters or sections can support undergraduate courses.

The main focus will be on concepts I have worked with, e.g.: Gene Diversity; Group Coancestry; Status Number; Group Merit selection; Linear deployment; Seed Orchard Deployment, Cycling the Breeding Population. 

The chapters will be made available on the web. They will be contineously improved. Readers are encouraged to suggest improvements or discuss the matter or focus attention on relevant matters.

Even if the intention is to use some of the possibilities the web offers, it is also the intention that it should be suitable for out-prints on paper without much lost. Sometime in the future a physically printed version of the book may appear.

Dag Lindgren and coauthors do not formally give up the copy-right, but we state: “Spreading the links, printing, copying, citing, showing pictures from the material or prepar and spread translations is generally granted from us for any reasonable non-commercial purpose”. At such occassions it may often be a good idea to acknowledge the source.

The current official URL entry to the book is:

http://www.genfys.slu.se/staff/dagl/WebBook/All/all.htm
This will probably change at some point in time.

Dag Lindgren, Raleigh 03-03-23
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