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Preface 

Seed orchards constitute the cradle for most cultivated forests. Often seed orchards are needed 

or preferred just to get a reliable and reproducible seed supply, but as forest tree breeding has 

left its infancy, the genetic gain becomes often of major importance. Seed orchards are by far 

quantitatively the most important interface between forestry on one side and tree breeding and 

supporting research on the other. By seed orchards we create resources future generations will 

need: seed orchards are one tool in the fight against global warming and for sustainability; and 

better seed orchards means a better future World. Seed orchards can also have an important 

role for gene conservation. Seed orchards have through the past decades not been regarded as 

a new research frontier, but as a mature science and a matter for stump-jumpers and not 

scientists. However, knowledge and experiences of seed orchards and their role and 

management have accumulated during the last decades. Many developments have not got 

much attention, because they seldom reach fancy journals and are a concern only for a few 

specialists and managers. The time has come for a conference to synthesize and debate this 

new knowledge and amalgamate it into the old. 

An opportunity arose, as seed orchards was an issue for Treebreedex, Activity 6. Treebreedex 

is a consortium of 28 organizations involved in tree breeding and forest genetics in Europe 

supported by the European Union 2006-2010. Participation in the conference was however 

open to anybody. 

At the conference 36 Oral presentations and 17 posters were presented on different aspects of 

seed orchards. There were 90 registered participants from 27 countries. All oral presentation 

were given the same time lot and they were presented in alphabetic order according to the 

presenter. There were no concurrent sessions. Besides the lectures it was discussions about 

possible forest genetic consequences of recent fires in Greece and possible use of DNA 

techniques associated to seed orchards based on a conference immediately preceding the seed 

orchard conference. The public defense of a PhD thesis (Prescher F 2007 Seed Orchards – 

Genetic Considerations on Function, Management and Seed Procurement. Acta Universitatis 

Agriculturae Sueciae 2007:75) took place so participants could attend. A half-day excursion 

to seed orchards around Umeå was done. 

The manuscripts published in these proceedings were submitted as word files and included in 

the proceedings as received, except pagination and sometimes minor formatting and 



conversion to PDF files. The content of the contributions is the responsibility of the authors. 

The manuscripts have not been reviewed except for some technical considerations. Of the 

presentations, 36 are documented as papers in these proceedings. 

With advances in digital technology, proceedings are often published online because of 

obvious advantages: It is hassle free. It is a marginal cost for the publisher and almost free for 

the customer. It is easily accessible for anyone. The downside of online publishing is that sites 

hosting the material will sooner or later vanish or change URL! It is unpredictable how long 

the proceedings will be public available, so it is a good idea to download it. Anyone may 

place it available on another web. 

Sponsoring is acknowledged from Treebreedex and The Swedish Forest Tree Breeding 

Association. Staff from my own department (like Jan-Erik Nilsson and Anders Fries) has 

done a great job assisting me in organizing the conference! Much help is acknowledged from 

Skogforsk (in particular Bengt Andersson who organized the excursion). Swedish University 

of Agricultural Sciences and its Faculty of Forest Sciences and Umeå Plant Science Centre 

are acknowledged for hosting the conference. Organizational help and discussion about the 

arrangements have been received from several participants. The main cost and main effort 

with a conference is the time and dedication of the participants and contributors and those 

funding their time and effort, and the most important acknowledgement is to their 

contributions. 

An example of a possible way to make a citation:  
Hannerz M and Ericsson T 2008. Planter's guide - a decision support system for the choice of 
reforestation material  In Lindgren D (editor) Proceedings of a Seed Orchard Conference, 
Umeå, Sweden, 26-28 September 2007. p 88-94. 

Organizing a conference is a lot of work, but it is also a lot of fun. I truly enjoyed the seed 

orchard conference. I hope the other participants liked it as much as I did. I see it as a great 

privilege to be allowed to arrange a conference about such an important, but still neglected 

subject, as seed orchards. 

Umeå 10th February, 2008 

Dag Lindgren, 

Conference chair, proceedings editor 
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