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This document or later versions of it will soon be available from 

http://www-genfys.slu.se/staff/dagl/TREEBREEDEX/treebreedex.htm
The general relevance of field trials

Dag Lindgren participated in a ”Skogsfakta”, that is

Elfving B, Lindgren D, Persson T & von Sydow F. 2001. Långsiktiga fältförsök. - grunden för vår kunskap om skogens dynamik. SLU, Fakta Skog 9: 4 p. http://www2.slu.se/forskning/fakta/faktaskog/pdf01/S01-09.pdf
There is also a lecture from 1995 (invited on IUFRO World congress) Lindgren D & Persson A. 1997. Vitalization of results from provenance tests. In: Mátyás C (ed). Perspectives of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding in a Changing World. IUFRO World Series; Vol 6: 73-85. ISBN 3-901347-07-0. 

The situation at the department for forest genetics and plant physiology and SLU

A long time ago (till 1990) field trials were attached to the department of Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology and we saw them as an important task and had staff mainly for field trial management. But times are changing and now we have no resources set aside for that. The responsibility of field trials have been moved to a central unit, but this unit may ask our department for advice sometimes. We publish rather little on field trials and have stopped establishing field trials. 
We have a list of field trials which once belonged to the department
http://www-genfys.slu.se/Project/field/field.htm
According to the departmental register our department had once upon a time 107 “active” long time field trials. All were conifers. 79 were established before 1990, 28 1990-1995 and no after 1996. 

We made yearly updates on publications the field trials had resulted in till 1997.
http://www-genfys.slu.se/Project/field/pub/pub75-97.htm
An old reflexion about field trials at SLU was put as:
http://www-genfys.slu.se/staff/dagl/Reflections/REFLECT/Field_trials.htm
”Skötsel” interest for field trials depends on a single scientist, and he changed department and is now retired.
Silvaboreal

The central unit at SLU has staff at Siljansfors försökspark www.sfp.slu.se and has a web for the SLU trials at
http://www.silvaboreal.com/
To take part of much information a registration is needed.
Two trials for forest genetics are ready in the data base 

IDA  7714 med 19 försökslokaler  (tallklonförsök)

IDA 03  med 29 lokaler (Eicheserien med tallproveniensförsök)

For the ”genetik-växtförädling” there are 59 trials, not much more than the two series mentioned below. There are some Skogforsk trials but nothing under “genetic-förädling”.
Dessa rapporteras i första hand till TREEBREEDEX eftersom de är enklast hanterbara. Dag försöker få ordning på Eiche och Jan-Erik på tallklonförsöket.
Ni kan gå in i Silva Boreal http://www.silvaboreal.com  och titta själva. För att komma åt PDF-filen som innehåller mera grundläggande information behöver ni logga in med användarnamn och lösenord. Detta får ni genom att kontakta Ivan Clegg. När ni öppnar de av Ivan inlagda PDF-filerna möts ni på första sidan av en Sverigekarta där försöket är inprickat samt lite övergripande information. På sida 2 finns innehållsförteckningen som är klickbar. Klicka t ex på KARTOR så får ni fram en karta för att hitta fram till försöket. Därefter kommer kartor över enskilda parceller.

Noltfox
There exists a Nordic register over long-term field trials, “noltfox”, http://noltfox.metla.fi/
(no registration required). SLU and other Nordic institutes have reported centrally (based on reports and classifications from departments). What I call “genetic” field experiments appear with the subject field “Genetic diversity and breeding”. I made an inventory 081027 of Swedish genetic field trials as they appear in NOLTFOX.
	Department
	Number of trials established
	Latest established field trial

	
	-1989  


	1990-1994
	1995-
	

	Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology, Umeå
	62
	27
	1
	1996

	Rest of SLU, Sweden
	188
	10
	2
	1997

	Skogforsk, Sweden
	926
	206
	219
	ongoing


Dept of Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology was founded 1978 in Umeå. Forest genetic activities at SLU existed also in Uppsala, Stockholm and Garpenberg. The Umeå department “inherited” relatively few of the established trials, but was most active on establishing new trials after 1990. Garpenberg was closed down 1995 and new forest genetic trials stopped to be established in the whole University. It is rather clear that the amount of forest genetic trials at SLU grow up to the beginning of the 90:ies and came to a complete stop around the middle of the 90ies. It is almost certain that this is associated with a trend not using measurements from field trials either, although this decline in interest is a much slower process. For Skogforsk there is only a slight downward trend in field trial establishment, so the abandoning of genetic field tests at SLU reflects a change in priorities of the University, and not a National trend.
Final words about field trials

Forest genetics at SLU can certainly live without establishing field trials. Many field trials already exists. And it may even be a reasonable “sharing of tasks” that future long term field trials are established and managed by SkogForsk. But the prognosis for forest genetic field trials at SLU is bleak.  

SLU´s  stated basic concept is : ”To develop man's understanding and sustainable use of biological natural resources.”     In my opinion this concept is not trustworthy for SLU, when long term forest genetics field trials have been left to SkogForsk. A governmental University ought to be more concerned with long term sustainability than the more applied industrial controlled “commercial” SkogForsk. I believe that the trend in recent establishment reflects a declining interest and competence to deal with old tests, which is a more serious matter. 
