Newsletter November 99 

from Dag Lindgren 99-11-16

This e-mail newsletter is distributed at irregular intervals to a is mainly Swedish domestic mailing list.

Tree breeding course 99

We now teach tree breeding to undergraduates 5p November 99. The participation is five "skogsvetare" and six foreign students. I would like to mention Milan Lstiburek, who is an undergraduate from Prague, who wants to specialize in tree breeding. He is at Umeå for almost a year. It is likely the same course will be given the next year at the same time, as the participation seem to be high enough to justify the existence of the course. I recommend it to most first year doctorands in forest genetics and suggest supervisors to suggest it to students which they think have a poor background in breeding.

Nordic plant breeding course in Iceland

Information is given at http://www.rala.is/NordicBaltic.htm
It is a pity that a functioning system for spreading information about these courses has never been implemented, thus I fear that (as has happened many times before in the past) many, who might be interested in participating, get the information too late. This one seems to be rather relevant for forest genetics. E.g. NOVA could put links to the information on their web site and see that courses are announced before it is too late for registration. Nordic plant breeding courses have been given every year, but time and organisation is changing, so it is difficult to find out there.

Basic genetics on the web

There is rather much basic genetics on the web. I listed some sites. Click here to get the list!
SNS 99

For the Nordic meeting at Uppsala June 99 I prepared a teaser for my presentation on low-intensity breeding for the participants to raise their interest for the presentation. It was meant to be provacative and challenging. Perhaps it will be challenging for others than the participants too. Click here to get it!
A fine Award

At IUFRO's next World-Congress in Malyasia next summer, IUFRO will at its opening cermony give its "Outstanding Doctoral Research Award" to Run-Peng Wei. That is in competition with all PhDs in the World for the past five years within Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology. This is a large honour to Run-Peng. But it is also a clear indication that Sweden, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, its Faculty of Forestry and the Swedish Forest Genetics keep internationally high standards.

Seminars in Forest Genetics

Place: RÖNNEN, at the new top floor 5, Skogis, Umeå.

Time: Monday November 22, 1999 at 9.15-ca 13

Primary target group: Undergraduate course in Forest Tree Breeding going on, Forest geneticists, forest tree breeders.

9.15 Kyu-Suk Kang: Correlated fertility between genders and effective number of parents
in forest tree populations.

9.40 Huan Lin Lai: Tree breeding with Pinus massoniana in China
10.30 Adolfo Bila: Fertility variations as they appear in the literature

10.50 Leopoldo Sanchez Rodrigues: Simple breeding versus optimal breeding

11.10 Lunch break

12.15 Thuy Olsson: Forward selection among full-sib families.

12.35 Dag Lindgren: Forest tree improvement while conserving diversity: goals and methods.

Discussion if transgenic trees are desirable or not

This is an informal discussion within our Umeå department. A similar discussion was arranged last year by Leopoldo and David. If you got the announcement, this is a reminder.

Symposium

I got the following announcements. It may be a relevant place to go to present some of the models our group works with.

“MODELLING AND EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH ON GENETIC PROCESSES
IN TROPICAL AND TEMPERATE FORESTS”
The symposium will take place in Cayenne, French Guiana, 18. - 20.
September 2000.
Please, visit the following web page:
http://kourou.cirad.fr/genetique/Symposium/Symposium.html

Server changes

It is said that many of our severs will be closed down soon, among them Linné and Mendel, to get our activities better conformed with other activities in the house. That probably means that the FTP site I am managing "forest tree breeding tools" will get another address within the near future. E.g. the links I made from this document may not work in the future. I will inform about the change, but still remember, that if you do not find something, it may still be there but under another name.

Lindgren printed: 99-11-16    file:Newsletter_January_00_draft.doc   Page 1

