I asked Elena Foffova from Slovakia in Feb 07 about deciding if a seed source is autochtoneous. This is her reply. 

When you will decide it, there are more factors, you should take into consideration.

1. You cannot make the rules for the whole country, in Slovak condition an Forest planning district (about 10 000 ha) or an administrative region could be a proper area, because you have to look information about history of the area (mining, metallurgy - need of big amount of the wood???). So e.g. in centralslovakian mountains with vulcanic and metamorfed rocks, you have to be carefull in the decisions about autochthony, but also in High Tatra, where was a high wood exploatation and often natural disasters (wind, fire) it is better to think on "indigenous" origin than on "authochthone".

2. The accessibility of the stand is a good characteristics. In the so called protecting forests on very difficult sites - e.g. limestone reefs, you cann assume to have autochthone population, but on the other hand, they are also normally not used as a main seed sources... 

3. You have to look on species composition (rich composition with disseminated ecconomically not prefered species - some rare broadleaved species in our case, maybe the birch and Salix in northern woods) could be an indicator... Monocultures are more "suspicious".

4. The different age and spatial structure (squads and groups of the trees) supports also the hypothese about authochthonie...

So that are some general remarks, but it could be really difficut to write serious recipes, how to decide for a specific tree species and regional conditions. Valuable are information from local foresters...

I really do not know much about nordic forests, but in our country with an intensive forerst exploatation and also long tradition of afforestation it is quite difficult to decide, if a tree stand for seed collection (nomally older than 60 years) is autochthone or not.  

Generally our forest inventory (people who prepare the decenial plans) should put this information in his outdoor data sheets, but they are obliged to ask the owner, who normally do not know (or is difficult for him to look for the information in 100 years old archives), so the inventory in most case put "unknown" in the official data source. 

For the young cultures, you should get the information from the cards of origin of the tree stand, where the source of forest reproductive material used for afforestation is noticed. But the cards are filled out reliable only in the last years, since the control body for FRM does control it... 

We (the control body keeping the register of stands for seed collection) solve the situation in following way (as we can): 

In the register of approved stands we keep the "tradition": When we renew the approval of old seed collecting stands (it is made every 10 years, when the decimal forest plan is changing), we keep the category of autochtone origin, if the stand was approved so by our "forerunners". In the new approved stands we try to get the information from owner or forest inventory, but if there is not a more or less true information about autochthonie, the seed collection stands are approved as "indigenous" what could be OK, because 50 years ago there was not so much movement of plants and a lot of material for afforestation was produced by the foresters in small local nurseries, or as "unknown" (it depends on available informations or our feeling - sometimes).

In some special cases of gene conservation projects (in gene reserve areas or in a special group of new established stands from the known old residual tree populations), which are  guided by our control office, we keep detailed notes about original seed sources in our project documentation and databases. 

