To those who have been dedicated clones at Västerhus
You have been dedicated a Swedish pine clone with a high breeding value growing in the seed orchard Västerhus. These dedications are inscribed into the national clone register, and will remain there forever. The clones were selected because of their high breeding value and they are placed in the elite clone seed orchard Västerhus, which is a second batch seed orchard but from a gain and function point of view it can be regarded as the first third batch seed orchard. It is now is in “full production”. The clones were earlier placed in other mature seed orchards from the first batch of Swedish seed orchards and progeny from them is an important planting material since several decades. The genetic path of these clones will never be dead ends, as they belong to those used for long term breeding and will be in the ancestry for future selections forever. These clones and their offspring have an important role in the forests of middle Norrland till next glaciation. Thus you can proudly feel as one of the Godparents (or midwifes) to a considerable part of the existing and future Swedish forests! 

Clones have been dedicated to 27 forest geneticists; around half are Swedes and half foreigners. Most got it 2007, in 2008 two new holders joined this extremely qualified group. There are 28 clones at Västerhus, but only 27 have been dedicated. At least one person will get a dedication 2009. You are offered the fringe benefit to make a nomination. Ph Ds in forest genetics with connection to seed orchards and participating in the conference in Korea are the preferred category for nominations, but I listen on all suggestions.
There is a link and a home page about the seed orchard and relating to the clones

http://www-genfys.slu.se/staff/dagl/Froplantager/Vasterhusprojekt/HonorClones.htm
The departmental director has assured me that they will not close down my link when I retire, so the link will probably remain for some years.

Cones were harvested 071001 at Västerhus immediately following the conference (we actually took advantage of some conference visitors for that). Diplomas - with seeds from the particular dedicated clone attached - have been distributed. In a cover letter some information was given, among other things, I asked if you wanted to resign from this (you may find it a bit ridiculous) and when I can dedicate it to someone else, but no-one wanted to withdraw from this honor.
The seeds extracted have given raise to three studies. It will take more than a year till they are all published.
 Recent manuscripts based on material from Västerhus:
* Torimaru  T, Wang X-R, Fries A, Andersson B, Lindgren D. 2009. Evaluation of pollen contamination in an advanced Scots pine seed orchard in central Sweden, submitted (we have reacted on referee comments).
* Wang X-R, Torimaru T, Lindgren D. and Fries A. 2009. Marker-based parentage analysis opens “breeding without breeding” strategies for Scots pine. Submitted
* Further a manuscript (probably the last) in this series is in preparation and will be submitted and identified soon.
What you may find particularly exciting is that data about the male fertility of your clone will be among this published stuff. Unfortunately we do not have data on female fertility. Some may find their satisfaction in that parts of the DNA pattern of your clone now have been revealed.

Most of the work with pine “Västerhus” was done by a Japanese postdoc, Takeshi Torimaru, who is leaving Umeå at end of Mars 2009. That mean that lab work with Västerhus is probably over and we turn to a spruce project instead. As work with the Västerhus material is not likely to continue (and if work should be done in the future new seeds can be collected) open-pollinated seeds collected for scientific purposes from the Västerhus can be given away. It may be hundreds of seeds from most clones. Last time I offered seeds I wanted to save seeds if we needed them for studies, now this aspect is not important. Thus if you want more seeds of your dedicated clone, please write me!
We hoped to be able to launch a project with half-sib forestry, starting with clone-wise collection in Västerhus, but in the end it was not supported (I still strongly suggest Swedish forestry to see that something similar is implemented!!!). Thus I hoped to be able to offer you big amounts of seeds (some of you who manage forests expressed an interest for that), but it will not be possible. I intended to end my carrier with an excursion to Västerhus end of September 2009 (including that those who expressed a desire could meet a graft of the dedicated clone in person), but it now seems meaningless; instead I will follow another track.
I became 65 at September 27, 2007 the normal retirement age, and I planned initially to retire at that moment, the conference and the dissertation would mark the end of my professional carrier, but I changed my mind when I understood that I could legally delay my retirement till 67 and felt that it was my duty to serve forest genetics and in particular better seed orchards some years more. My 65-year birth day was extremely pleasing for a professor of forest genetics. I got the conference and a dissertation from a doctorand (with 11 papers in it!!, some doctorands know how to please their professor!). I could gather a considerable fraction of my former doctorands at the occasion (they are among those who have been dedicated clones). And I got a whole seed orchard dedicated to me! But still more pleasant things happened!! On my very birth day I got the honor to give a lecture describing the Swedish seed orchard program (which is the best available summary of the program). On my birth day we inaugurated a seed orchard IUFRO Working Party (although IUFRO gave it a slow start), thus hopefully what this conference initiated will continue to live globally and forever. Sow a seed and get a tree!!! It seems right to see the next conference about seed orchards in Korea September 2009 as the professional end of my official carrier instead of Västerhus. I hope to see many of you at that occasion!!!! I already know that around a third of you plan to participate! Hopefully this letter raises the figure! And somewhat more privately I plan in end of September to plant some trees with my family, which I hope will live for 4000 years….
 

I hoped that the idea of honor clones would be a way to raise funds for seed orchards! Till now I have not seen any implementation of this idea. But Forestry and the Government in Sweden now seem so excited about seed orchards that extra funding may not be needed! 
 

Best regards

 

Dag Lindgren
090317
