Dept of Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology

Background

1970 The Royal College of Forestry was situated in Stockholm (except a small unite at Garpenberg and research parks). A governmental inquiry suggested to move the College to Umeå. The reason was regional politics.

1972 The board of the College suggests the following distribution of staff 

	Umeå
	Uppsala
	Garpenberg

	190
	60
	50


The government decides 72-06-02 according to this. "The major part of the research will be localized to Umeå. A smaller part of the research, which is closely related to, the corresponding agricultural research, will move to Uppsala. "Riksrevisionsverket" has later found that what happened was in agreement with this decision.

The College started to prepare by building up a unit at Umeå. Since around 1970 other forest research units are localized to Umeå: Institutet för SkogsFörbättring builds a station at Sävar; Skoglig Produktionslära (Mats H) at Umeå University. Dept of Physiological Botany and other departments at Umeå University takes an interest in Forest Research.

Arne D forms "HormonPhysiology", which however is rather unstable until 1978 (if it ever became stable…?),

"Kempevåningen" (which is now is used by a part of our department again) Dag R; Erik Ståhl; Arne D, Lasse and Marja-Leena, Jan-Erik, Gertrud.

Resistance lab (erected mid 70): Torsten A; Rolf G; Owe M; Stefan L; Kjell O; Kåre E, Marianne H, Bengt O. (some of those spent part of the time at Kempe-våningen"

"Skogshögskolan" decided 1972 that 11 geneticists and 9 botanists should be placed in Umeå. I doubt this was ever fully executed.

1977 The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences is formed and the Royal College of Forestry is merged into that organization. I guess control of the move from Stockholm to Umeå was lost, at least if one sees it from Umeå perspective.

In the autumn 1977 Dag L was appointed professor of Forest Genetics to be localized in Umeå.

1977 it was suggested that a new department would be formed from mainly the Umeå part of Forest Genetics and Forest Botany.

There was a debate about two positions in botany (what became Olle Zachrisson), but they were moved to Vegetation Ecology at the end.

The decision to form the current Dept of Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology from 78-07-01 with Dag Lindgren as first prefekt (1978-1983) was made by the board of SLU 78-06-20.

The new "Skogshögskolan, Umeå" was ready late summer 1978. Our department was never planned as a unit, but as two separate corridors.

The actual moving of things from Stockholm to Umeå occurred early September. I moved personally to the house I still live in and the office I still sit in Sept 5, 1978.

From seed sciences came Krishan Kamra. Arne D brought in two doctorands (Göran S and PC O) to Skogis. Soon after Anders E moved in from phys bot and Kenneth L from genetics. Jan-Erik N came soon physically.

One of the early and somewhat daring decisions I brought through was to abandon the "resistance lab".

I made a daring, but successful promise, to the faculty 1980 that the department should produce a number of doctors (name given). But the department and the concerned were able to keep the promise!
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